(of Alexandria) on the treatment of abscess of the liver in warm climates. The operative procedure iucludea three stages: puncture, incision with the therino-cautery, with resection of a rib if necessary, and washing out the abscess with a l?/o solution of salicylic acid. He then stuffs the cavity of the abscess with idoform gauze and applies a ' dressing.''?This process AI. Zancarol adopts for abscesses in the right lobe of the liver; for those in the left lobe an incision is made with a bistoury. Out of 115 abscesses of the right side of the liver 58 recovered and 57 died. Out of 30 abscesses on the left side of the liver 17 recovered aud 13 died; 14 examinations of the pus gave the following results:?
Four times amoeba) only were found; 1 amoeba and a streptococcus associated; 1 amoeba and B. coli commune associated; 1 streptococcus ; I staphylococcus; 1 B. coli commune; 3 B. pyocy uncus ; 1 nothing septic was found.
M. Zancarol attributes to a streptococcus the chief role in the pathogenesis cf abscess of the liver and dysentery. M. Cornil remarked that he reserved his opinion on the matter and did not wish to come to any hurried conclusion, as there is as yet no proof that any particular bacillus i3 the sole cause of these diseases.
Actions of Drugs upon the Kidney.
By W. C. Caldwell. The Therapeutic Gazette, January 15th, 1894.?In this abstract of two lectures ou diuretics Professor C. Caldwell has discussed the anatomy and physiology of the kidneys and the possible actions of drugs on the various structures; the text being accompanied by useful diagrams. The methods of experimental research adopted are given; but as the paper is a long one, we must be content with the conclusions ot most interest lo the practising physician. The use of diuretics may be considered uuder the following " headings ":?
1. " To remove excessive accumulations of water in the body when the blood-pressure is loto.?III cardiac insufficiency there is low arterial and high venous pressure, aud, as a consequence, there is not only dropsy, but lessening of the urine because of the low blood-pressure. The diuretics to select here to increase the urine are those that raise the blood-pressure by increasing the pumping power of the heart." Digitalis strophantus and squill are recommended, and it will be advantageous to combine these with other diuretics:?
1. " Digitalis to raise the systemic bloodpressure." 2. " Broom to contract the efferent vessels of the kidney."
3. " Sweet spirits of nitre to dilate the efferent vessels of the kidney." 4. " Acetate of potassium to stimulate the convoluted tubes."
2. " To remove excessive accumulations of water in the tissues not due to low arterial pressure"?Diuretics are not so useful in these conditions as in those due to heart disease. " In hepatic cirrhosis the passage of the portal blood through the liver is obstructed," and as a result " there is leakage from the distended portal vessels into the peritoneal cavity." Thus hydrogogue cathartics will be more efficient thau diuretics.
3. " To remove water from the blood where the arterial pressure is too high"?The high pressure in many inflammatory and febrile diseases may be lowered by the use of diuretics, and those should be selected that lower arterial pressure, produce marked diaphoresis and act on the vessels of the kidney itself causing an increased secretion of water. Sweet spirits of nitre is most valuable in such conditions. 4. " To remove xvaste from the body."?For this purpose those diuretics which stimulate the convoluted tubes and increase the secretion of waste products are indicated. The alkalies? lithium and potassium?are useful because they increase oxidation as well as hasten the removal of waste.
"
To lessen the acidity of the urine." ? Frequent micturition may arise from the irritation of extremely acid urine, or the uriuary tract may be so inflamed that even the normal acidity causes pain, as in gonorrhoea. The uric-acid diathesis brings with it also irritation. For all these cases alkaline diuretics are of service.
6. " To increase the acidity of the urine."? This is necessary in cystitis and other conditions causing ammoniacal decomposition. For this purpose benzoic acid, salol and other salts of salicylic acid are used.
Professor Caldwell does not approve of the use of diuretics in kidney disease. " When in nephritis the function of the kidneys is compromised causing symptoms from the accumulation ?f \v:i8te in the body, diuretics <riven to stimulate the diseased kidneys, as a rule, will increase the trouble. It i9 usually best to try to make the skin and intestines do the work of the crippled kidneys for the time being. Sometimes, though, the alkaline diuretics may be of service, because instead of determining blood to the kidneys, they may simply deplete the kidneys by increasing outward osmosis through the secreting cells, and in that way remove waste from the blood without doing the kidneys any harm. But if there is extensive injury of the renal structure, you cannot expect any diuretic to increase the secretion.
On certain dangers attending the use of Atropine and the employment of a new Mydriatic.?By Haeket Derby, m.d., Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, December 28th, 1893.?Dr. Hasket Derby draws attention to the fact that atropine as well as homatropine and cocaine when used as mydriatics may in certain cases produce inflammatory glaucoma, so that before using these drugs it is well to enquire into any possible predisposition, especially in elderly persons. The danger of atropine in acute glaucoma has long been known, and there is always the possibility of it producing increased pressure where this may be impending. Next, he notes the possibility of the symptoms of atropine poisoning, and records a case in which serious symptoms appeared after the use of only two or three drops of a half per cent, solution. Atropine may also cause general excitement and increased frequency of pulse; a bitter taste in the mouth ; a peculiar form of conjuuctivitis, and is always ill-borne by certain persons peculiarly suscep-
tible.
A new mydriatic free from any of these dangers is, according to Raehlmann (Klin. Monttsblata fur Aur/enheilhunde, xxxi, s. 89), found iu scopolamin, an alkaloid furnished by the roots of scopolia atropoides. This drug is said to be more active than atropine, a solution of one to two parts per thousand being generally employed. Full dilatation is secured in about twenty minutes and the mydriasis lasts several days. Scopolamin appears to paralyse rather than irritate the cerebral cortex, and the frequency of the pulse is diminished. Dryness of the thront may occur but only after excessive use, and the drug causes no increase of intraocular pressure. Raehlmann claims that it relieves pain in acute glaucoma. The Vachell and Paterson give at length the notes of four cases of albuminuria due, as they think, to poisoning from sewer-gas. Cases 1, 2 and 3 lived in the same house; one, a man, was addicted to drink, the other two, women, were total abstainers.
The cause, at first not very apparent, was traced to emanations from a sewer grid situated directly opposite the house in which these people lived, about three paces from the door.
The smell from this ventilator had been the subject of much complaint, and the smell was stated to be at its worst in the summer and autumn.
Case 4 lived somewhat lower down the street, and it was said that the bad smell, though not so marked, could often be perceived in the house lie occupied. In none of these cases was any trace of infectious disease noted which would give rise to albuminuria.
D #
The presence of albumen is by no means rare in the most typical of sewer-produced diseases, typhoid fever ; perhaps in the cases noted by Sir George Johnson and Drs. Vachell and Paterson a somewhat similar poison was responsible for the sickness. In case 1 there was a rash on the legs and marked diarrhoea, and the symptoms pointed to profound blood contamination.
J. H. Tctll-Walsh.
